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2011 First Quarter Asylum statistics 
Asylum Applications: 

The number of applications for asylum, excluding dependants, was 11 per cent higher in Q1 2011 (4,845) compared with Q1 2010 (4,355). This represents the first quarter since Q2 2009 for which the number of applications is higher than the quarter a year earlier.

Including dependants, the estimated number of applications to the EU27 countries increased by 1 per cent in Q1 2011 (58,300) compared with Q1 2010 (57,600). Based on Q1 2011 data, the UK occupies the 12th rank in the EU space in terms of receiving asylum seekers per head of the population.
Initial Decisions: 

In Q1 2011, 4,895 initial asylum decisions were made, excluding dependants, a decrease of 10 per cent compared with Q1 2010 (5,445). 

22 per cent of initial decisions in Q1 2011 were to grant asylum compared with 15 per cent in Q1 2010. 8 per cent of initial decisions were to grant Humanitarian Protection (HP) or Discretionary Leave (DL) compared with 10 per cent in Q1 2010. 71 per cent of initial decisions in Q1 2011 were refusals compared with 76 per cent in Q1 2010.

Asylum Appeals: 

2,880 asylum appeals were received in Q1 2011, 23 per cent lower than Q1 2010 (3,750).

The number of asylum appeals determined decreased by 27 per cent in Q1 2011 (3,025) from Q1 2010 (4,120).

The proportion of appeals dismissed was 69 per cent in Q1 2011, whilst 28 per cent of appeals were allowed. The remainder of appeal determinations were withdrawals.

Asylum support applications: 

The number of applications for asylum support in Q1 2011 was 3,340, 11 per cent lower than Q1 2010 (3,730).

In Q1 2011, 2,620 (78 per cent of the total) applications were from single adults and 720 (22 per cent of the total) from family groups.

Supported asylum seekers including dependents

The total number of asylum seekers in receipt of asylum support at the end of Q1 2011 (21,935) was 20 per cent lower than at the end of Q1 2010 (27,455).

3,125 asylum seekers were receiving subsistence only support.

18,100 asylum seekers were supported in dispersal accommodation.

715 asylum seekers were supported in initial accommodation.

Enforcement and voluntary return of asylum seekers and irregular migrants

In Q1 2011, 14,225 persons were removed or departed voluntarily from the UK, 5 per cent lower than in Q1 2010 (15,040).

Of those leaving in Q1 2011, 3,820 persons were initially refused entry at port (21 per cent lower than in Q1 2010), 5,585 were enforced removals and notified voluntary departures (9 per cent higher than in Q1 2010). 

875 persons left under Assisted Voluntary Return Programmes (38 per cent lower than in Q1 2010), and 3,945 were other voluntary departures (8 per cent higher than in Q1 2010).

Enforcement and voluntary return of asylum seekers

In Q1 2011, 2,475 principal applicants were removed or departed voluntarily from the UK, 8 per cent lower than in Q1 2010 (2,700).

Including dependants, 2,600 asylum seekers were removed or departed voluntarily from the UK in Q1 2011, 9 per cent lower than in Q1 2010 (2,870).

640 asylum seekers left under Assisted Voluntary Return schemes in Q1 2011 (575 principal applicants and 65 dependants), 26 per cent lower than Q1 2010 (865).

145 asylum seekers left via other types of voluntary departures in Q1 2011, 49 per cent lower than in Q1 2010 (290).

Detention

A total of 7,015 people entered detention, held solely under Immigration Act powers in Q1 2011, 2 per cent higher than in Q1 2010 (6,895). Of these, 3,215 (46 per cent of the total) were asylum detainees, 8 per cent lower than in Q1 2010 (3,485).

Of the 7,015 people entering detention in Q1 2011, 4,740 (68 per cent of the total) entered UK Border Agency Removal Centres and 2,275 (32 per cent of the total) entered UK Border Agency Short Term Holding Facilities.

10 children entered detention, held solely under Immigration Act powers, in Q1 2011 compared to 229 in Q1 2010. Of these 10, 8 were asylum detainees compared to 179 in Q1 2010. 

For further details and full report follow the link: 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research statistics/immigration-asylum-research/control-immigration-q1-2011-t/control-immigration-q1-2011view=Binary
New customer facilities at UKBA-Liverpool
 Since 18th July, the UKBA –Liverpool customer reception facilities formerly in Reliance House have moved to The Capital Building, 6 Union Street, Liverpool, L3 9AF.Clients are seen by appointment only. For further clarifications and directions to the new premises, please follow the link below: 

http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/2011/july/15-move-to-the-capital
Understanding the informal economic activity of Refugees

In April 2011, Refugee Council published an interesting research on the informal economic activities of refugees in London. Here is the summary.
A small proportion of the refugee population are working in the cash-in-hand or informal economy. Like non-refugee Londoners who work in the informal economy, the main reasons are poverty and barriers to accessing the formal labour market. There are refugee specific causes of informal working such as insufficient knowledge of entitlement to support and benefits, language difficulties, unfamiliarity with the way that the UK job market operates, employers not understanding refugee entitlement to work, limited recognition of skills and experience gained outside of the EU, experiences of protracted periods without work during the asylum process and delays in receiving paperwork when refugee status is granted. To overcome these barriers, the study recommends that
1. Jobcentre Plus and Work Programme providers work with specialist refugee partners to deliver tailored employment support that target refugee barriers to employment.
2. Existing resources and guidance to employers and financial institutions on refugee entitlement to work are promoted through a reassurance campaign.
3. Refugee status becomes a criterion for full fee remission for ESOL provision funded by the Skills Funding Agency.

4. New government initiatives to simplify regulations and processes, and support for business start-ups, includes specialist support to formalise informal businesses.

5. A formalisation service pilot is run that will help individuals get their previous informal work experience acknowledged, without the fear of sanctions.
For full report, please follow the link below:
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/Resources/Refugee%20Council/downloads/researchreports/GLA%20report.pdf 
Immigration Advisory Service (IAS) goes into administration
After Refugee and Migrant Justice last year, IAS, so far the largest provider of legal aid services in the asylum and immigration sector in UK went into administration on 11th July 2011. In a statement, the IAS gave reasons for this decision as being “The government's reforms include the removal of immigration from the scope of legal aid, and a 10% cut in legal aid fees for refugees seeking asylum within the UK. Immigration accounts for around 60% of IAS's income. There are few organisations that could cope with the compound effect of removal of immigration from the scope of legal aid and a cut in fees for asylum clients”.
During the year from April 2009 to March 2010, the IAS handled more than 24,000 cases, 14,462 of which were publicly funded immigration cases. According to the Legal Service Commission, there are about 8,000 cases which were not finalised by the IAS that need to be re-allocated to other legal advice companies.
For further information on how this crisis is being handled by the Legal Service Commission, please follow the link 
http://www.legalservices.gov.uk/civil/cls_news_12838.asp
CONTRIBUTIONS BY PARTNERS
Multiagency Forum (MAF) by Emnet Araya
MARIM is organising the next MAF where a number of speakers will deliver varied and interesting talks and workshops, including the NHS Reform, the 'Settled In' report of Greater Manchester Migrant Workers Pay and Employment Rights Advisory Services, AFRUCA's work in promoting the rights and welfare of African Children, Mental Health support for refugees and asylum seekers in Oldham, CAB's advice work in the City, and Refugee Into Teaching Resources and current services.

Date: - 14 September 2011

Time: 9:00 am - 12:30 pm

Venue:  Friends Meeting House, 6 Mount Street Manchester M2 5NS

To book a place email e.araya@manchester.gov.uk
Sahir House new premises by Serena Cavanagh

Sahir House is now located in the heart of Liverpool city centre.2nd Floor, 151 Dale Street L2 2AH. Tel: 0151 237 3989   Fax: 0151 237 3991 
Sahir House supports people & families living with or affected by HIV in Merseyside.  They also offer HIV awareness training throughout the Northwest & offer many opportunities for volunteering.

Sahir House services: Internet access & Peer Support, Peer mentoring, Complementary Therapies, Counselling & Couples Counselling, Training Service – offering HIV awareness training throughout the Northwest, Information Service, Positive Women’s Group, Positive Men’s Group, Family & Friends Group, Teen Support Group, Welfare Rights, Social Worker Support, HIV Community Nurse Support, Opportunities to volunteer, Advocacy, Outreach . Sahir House offers support & advice in the community. Based in many centres / GUM clinics across Merseyside facilitating support groups & offering HIV awareness information

Opening times: 
Monday 1pm – 5pm; evening therapy and counseling appointments are also available.

Tuesday – Thursday 10am 5pm 

Friday1pm – 5pm
For more information, please follow: www.sahir.uk.com or email at 
info@sahir.uk.com

This is a regular section in the TRIO Bulletin providing information and updates on campaigning and lobbying opportunities or resources. If there are campaigns that you would like refugee groups and organisations to be aware of or if you have anything that you would like to see go into this section please contact us. We’ve listed a few below and included web links in case you want to find out more about them and possibly support them. Many campaigns ask for the support of both individuals and organisations, including refugee community organisations and groups.
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Introduction





Dear Partners,





Here is the 6th issue of the TRIO Asylum Bulletin. You will find interesting stories including a summary of the 2011 quarter 1 asylum statistics showing that the UK occupies the 12th rank in the EU space in terms of receiving asylum seekers per head of the population, a study on informal economic activities of refugees with clear recommendations on how their lives can be improved among others. As usual you will also find out information about some of the campaigns that are going on in the Refugee and asylum sector.





We thank all of you who gave us feedback after reading the last issue and we encourage you to do the same with this one. Our thanks also go to Serena Cavanagh of Sahir House and Emnet Araya of MARIM for their contributions to the content of this bulletin. 





We encourage all our readers to send us their thoughts and advertise their events/jobs in our next bulletin for free.
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TRIO Project 


During this quarter, TRIO project continued to support partners by organizing events and consultations aimed at influencing policies. In addition, the project continued to provide briefings and policy updates to partners.





TRIO Project supported Revive and the Salford Forum for Refugees and People Seeking Asylum and other organisations under the banner of United for change in organising the “No to Homelessness, No to Cashlessness Conference”. This was the beginning of the long campaign against destitution that the United for Change group has started and TRIO Project will continue to support them.





In the last issue of our bulletin, Dave Smith of Boaz Trust introduced our readers to the Manchester City of Sanctuary. The Project has continued to support this initiative and we encourage our partners to continue to register their support.


TRIO organised a consultation on Health and social welfare reforms. The speakers were consultants from The Centre for Local Policy Studies (CLPS) and the Centre for Local Economic Strategies (CLES).16 people representing 10 organisations participated. We hope to continue influence policies through such events. 





Finally, in the 5th issue of this policy bulletin, we had promised to publish the results of our two surveys on the impact of changes in provision of legal representation to asylum seekers and the RCO health check respectively.  Unfortunately, we are still working on the final reports and these will be published in the next issue.





NATIONAL AND REGIONAL POLICY UPDATES








CAMPAIGNS NEWS








Manchester City of Sanctuary


A number of organisations and individuals in Manchester have come together to start an action of making of Manchester a City of Sanctuary. Their aim is “to help spread the City of Sanctuary network to Manchester, making it united in being a welcoming city, open and fair for all. We want to create a more inclusive and welcoming city to those seeking sanctuary who bring skills, enterprise, music, food and hard work to enrich our city.”





For more information on City of Sanctuary, including an excellent short film, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.cityofsanctuary.org" ��www.cityofsanctuary.org�


To Join the Manchester City of Sanctuary, Please call Dave Smith on 07800 589937 or contact him at � HYPERLINK "mailto:davesmith@boaztrust.org.uk" ��davesmith@boaztrust.org.uk�   


For more details and how you can support the venture, follow the link 


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.cityofsanctuary.org/manchester" ��www.cityofsanctuary.org/manchester� 














Campaign against “No Recourse to Public Funds”





More than 40 UK’s leading violence against women, women’s rights and human rights organisations, and immigration law practitioners have started a campaign against the “ no resource to public funds” for women who are victims of domestic violence and have insecure immigration status because they entered the UK to join their settled partners.





For more details and how you can support the campaign, please follow the link:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.womensaid.org.uk/page.asp?section=00010001001000020001" �http://www.womensaid.org.uk/page.asp?section=00010001001000020001�





 UKBA Consultation on Family Migration


From 13th July till 6th October, the UKBA is conducting a consultation on family migration. This entails questions that are pertinent for refugees and asylum seekers including rights to marriage and family reunion. The consultation documents are available on the following link:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/policyandlaw/consultations/family-migration/" �http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/policyandlaw/consultations/family-migration/�


TRIO project is organising a meeting around this to enable RCOs and VSOs that help refugees and asylum seekers to put their opinions on this issue forward. This will be held on the 16th September 2011 from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm at Refugee Action-Manchester Office. All our partners are invited. For further clarifications, please contact Justin at � HYPERLINK "mailto:justinn@regugee-action.org.uk" �justinn@regugee-action.org.uk� or call 0161 8315458








Equal access 


The Student Action for Refugees (STAR) has started a campaign for equal access to university education by refugees and asylum seekers. In their statement STAR is “calling on universities to remit tuition fees in full for a fixed number of places for asylum seekers each year, charge ‘home fees’ for all or a quota of asylum seekers, or offer a small bursary for each place to cover studying costs only”. STAR believe s that there cannot be equal access to university education unless asylum seekers are:


Charged home fees by all universities in Britain


Eligible for student financial support


Granted permission to work six months after an asylum claim


Granted permission to stay to complete their university course


Details on how you can support this campaign are available on: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.star-network.org.uk/index.php/campaigns/equal_access" �http://www.star-network.org.uk/index.php/campaigns/equal_access�











YOUR FEEDBACK AND CONTRIBUTIONS


We want the content of each quarterly bulletin to be informed by the needs and issues most relevant to asylum seekers and refugees, and the groups and organisations that support them. 





If your group or organisation is involved in any campaigning, consultation or policy activity on a national or regional level why not use the next edition of this bulletin to tell everyone about it and invite them to join you? Also, if your group or organisation has any job opportunity or needs volunteers, why not use our next issue to advertise it to our large audience for free?





For all this and all your feedback, please send us an email or call Justin Nsengiyumva, Policy and Network Coordinator at Refugee Action on:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:JustinN@refugee-action.org.uk" ��JustinN@refugee-action.org.uk� or Direct line: 01618315458
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